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THE 
TO THR 1 
GRAND INQUEST. 


Gentlemen of the Grand Fury, 
ov U arc returned to this Court 


— 


of Oyer and Terminer, and now 

WE? duly qualified according to 
la, to inquire in Behalf of 
our Sovereign Lord the KN, and for the 
Body of this City and County of Ph:ladelphia, 
into all ſuch Crimes committed within the 


fame, as by the Laws of this Province are Ca- 


pital or puniſhable with Death: And not only 
into thoſe, but alſo into ſuch Others, as being 
of the ſame Nature, might in a higher degree 

A 2 become 
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become Capital; tho by varying in Circum- 


ſtances, or in the Intention, they may not 
come up to that height of Malignity, which, 


in the Judgment of the Legiſlature, deſerves 
that laſt of Puniſhments that can be inflicted in 
this World: All which ſhall be ſeverally 
named and explained to You, for Your better 
Direction. But before I proceed to this, not 
knowing whether after this Court I may ever 
ſpeak from this Place again, I ſhall here enter 
more deeply into the Subject. 


The Reaſon and Neceſſity for erecting theſe 
Courts, is clearly underſtood by all, to be for 
the Puniſhment of thoſe grand Offences, 


which being altogether inconſiſtent with So- 
ciety, it was found abſolutely neceſſary for 


the Security of Mankind, that poſitive Laws 
ſhould be provided againſt them. But ſince 


theſe only direct the Proceſs and Puniſhment, 


but ſhew not the Riſe of ſuch Offences, and 
becauſe the Commiſſion of every Crime, that 
is not wholly involuntary, ſprings firſt from 
ſome inward Taint, ſome wrong Biaſs or 


Perverſion 
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perverſion of the Inclinations, and that it is 
of the utmoſt Concernment to us, for the bet- 
ter regulating of our Conduct, to have the 
| cleareſt Notions and ſtrongeſt Impreſſions 
| made on our Minds, of the firſt Principles on 
which our Duties in Society are founded, 1 
ſhall as clearly and conciſely as I can, and on 
| the ſureſt Evidences, endeavour to point out, 
| whence it is theſe fr ft Principles are originally 
derived : In which, if in the plaineſt manner 
I ſpeak to your own Reaſon and Conſciences, 
and to the Sentiments you will find riſe in 
your own Breaſts in concurrence with what is 
offered, (I include all who hear me) I have 
Hopes, that by theſe Thoughts, from this in- 
ternal Approbation in your ſelves, becoming 
wholly your own, you will, by gradually cul- 
tivating and improving them, not only reap 
the ſolacing Fruits of Peace and Tranquillity 
in your ſelves, but they may ſo powerfully in- 
fluence and direct you, as to render you uſe- 
ful Members in Society, Promoters of the 
Good of Mankind, diſcharging your ſeveral 
reſpective Duties, not only towards your ſelves 

and 
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and Families, but generally to all your Neigh- 
bours, your Community, your Country, in 
all the various Relations in Life. A Cha- 

racter ſo lovely, that on but hearing it named, 
you cannot but feel the Force of an interior 
Affection riſing with it, approving and teſti- 
fying it to be the moſt amiable, the moſt de- 
ſirable of all others, and worthy in itſelf of 
the cloſeſt Endeavours and moſt ſerious Ap- 


: plication to attain. 


Now for the fi Advances towards this, 
we need only caſt our Eyes on the ſeveral 
Parts of the Creation, the Works of Nature 
round us; in all which we may diſcover the 
moſt perfect Arrangement in every the minuteſt 
Part, and the moſt beautiful Order reigning 
in the Diſpoſition of the Whole, The Lu- 
minaries duly and conſtantly performing their 
Courſes; the Seaſons of the Near regularly re- 
turning; the Earth ſo formed within Land, 
that even in the greateſt Continents, there 
ſhall be a continual Deſcent for the Rivers 
and Streams to water the Grounds in their 


Courſes 
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Courſes towards the Ocean; Moiſture inceſ. 
ſantly exhaled, that it may deſcend in Dews 
and Rains for the ſame Purpoſe, that is, to 
render the Earth fruitful ; all the vegetable 
Kinds, Graſs, Herbs, Plants and Trees, ri- 
ſing from their ſmall Seeds, and variouſly 
bloſſoming and bearing their proper Fruits, 
and deſtined altogether for the Support or 
Shelter of Animals, or ſuch other important 
a. . _ 


And again, in Animals; the Difference of 
Sexes, theſe Sexes duly meeting, procreating 
and continuing their own Species, all in their 
ſeveral Ways; the wonderful Proviſion made 
for the Production of their Young, and raif- 
ing them with the Food they well know how 
to find and chooſe, moſt proper for their Di- 
geſtion and Nurture. Briefly, every Creature 
in its Place acting ſteadily, and unerringly 
purſuing its End, by reſpective Inſtincts im- 
planted in it by our general Parent Nature, 
operating under the great Author of all, the 
SUPREME Divine BEING. 

And 
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And all theſe beautiful Scenes, this perfect 
Order in thoſe Productions of Nature, the 
Works of the moſt conſummate Wiſdom, 
Subjects of endleſs Contemplation, lie open to 
the View and Conſideration of us all; they 
require no Skill, no intenſe Study to diſcover 
them, but are obvious to every Capacity, to 
all degrees of Underſtanding, and in the whole 
and every the minuteſt Part, are the juſt Ob- 

jets of our Admirgtion. 


Man, only Man, a Creature more won- 


derfully framed than any of theſe, endowed 


with a Capacity to diſcover, to view and con- 
template, this beautiful Order; to argue from 
Effects to Cauſes, to trace Zheſe up to their 
Original, to weigh and compare Actions, 
_ gifted with Speech for Converſation and Soci- 
ety, enabled to invent, to contrive, for the 
Expediency, the Uſe and Pleaſures of Life, to 
penetrate into the Depths of Science. This 
Creature Man, I ſay, our own Species Man, 
exorbitates and runs into D. 1ſorder and wild 
Confuſion, of which he alone is the only In- 


ſtance 
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ſtance throughout the whole Creation. And 
ſhall we, or can we believe, that this Part of 
the ſame great AuTnor's Works, he who is 
able by his Knowledge and Skill fo far to ſup- 
ply his want of Bodily Strength, as to /ubdue 
the Whole; and, as far as is neceſſary, to 
ſubject and render them ſubſervient to his Uſe 


and Pleaſures : Shall we, or can we believe, 
I fay, that he was thus finiſhed off, to be the 


| only Exception, the ſole Contradiction to Or- 
dier, in this beautiful Syſtem? No, we can- 


not: And if we were no otherwiſe informed, 
our Reaſon alone would ſtrongly ſuggeſt to us, 
that on his Part there has been ſome great 
Degeneracy, ſome grievous Deflex!on from 
our Original Rectitude, owing to a violent A- 
buſe of that great Gift, FRETWIII, beſtow'd 
on us with our Reajcz: : And on a cloſer In- 
ſpection into ourſelves, we may manifeſtly 
diſcover the Caſe to be thus. 


As the great CREATOR, by his Handmaid 
| Nature, fixed in all other Creatures certain 
Inſtincts, which are Laws to compulſively 

B Linding, 
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binding, that they cannot tranſgreſs them; 
ſo he was pleaſed likewiſe in Man to implant 
ſuch natural Inclinations and Impulſes, as if 
duly attended to, ſhould direct us in all things 
for the beſt ; that is, to a regular Diſcharge 
of our Duties, for anſwering the End of our 
Creation, the Honour of our AuTHoR, and 
our own Happineſs: Yet, theſe were not to 
compel, as the caſe is with thoſe Inſtincts in 


other Animals, but to point out and incline 


only ; and Reaſon, by which we were exalted 
above all the other Parts of the Creation, that 
we know, was given for a farther Director; 
that by comparing the ſeveral Kinds and De- 


grees of Good, which is the only Object of 


our beſt Affections, we might prefer the one, 
and reject the others: But thoſe Appetites and 


Paſſions, the chief Objects of which are bod;- 
ly Pleaſures, by our Degeneracy not only be- 


came inordinate, but got the Maſtery, and 


uſurp'd Dominion; the calmer and milder 
Affections were deadned and ſtifled, and even 


the Powers of Reaſon ſeduced, and gradually 


wrcught over to joyn with its Enemies, thoſe 


irregular 


1 
irrigular Paſſions. And thus Diſorder entred, 
and Confufron exceedingly prevailed; of the 
dire Effects of which, we ſee but too many 
flagrant Inſtances. 


Yet it may juſtly be our Conſolation, and 
with the humbleſt Gratitude we are to ac- 
knowledge, that humane Nature is not fo al- 
together ſunk and depraved, nor thoſe nobler 
Impreſſions inclining us to the Love of Truth, 
of Juſtice, of Benevolence, and the other Vir- 
tues, ſo far extinguiſhed and defaced, but 
that they have ſufficient Force to exert them- 
ſelves in every Breaſt, where any tolerable 
Degree of Innocence has been yet preſerved, 
to bring forth all thoſe excellent Fruits that 
yield the only ſolid Comfort, and are the true 
Ornament, the Beauty of CIVIL LIrE. 
Men, we ſee, are no more deficient now than 
ever, in natural Affection in thoſe nearer Re- 
lations of the Conjugal Tie, or the Parental, 
and divers others. And if every one who 
hears this, will but turn his Eye inward on 
himſelf, he will find, and greatly to his own 

B2 Satis- 
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Satisfaction find, a real Pleaſure ariſing from 
the Contemplation of a virtuous Action. 


Can any Man hear or read an Account 

of a Perſon chuſing to ſuffer Death himſelf, 
rather than to betray his Friend who had in- 
truſted him; of one witneſſing his Gratitude 
to a Benefactor, even at the Expence of the 

greateſt Hazards or Loaſſes to himſelf; of one 
diſtreſſed by Poverty, yet returning a Depoſite 
to the Children or Heirs of a departed Friend, 
when there was no living Evidence to prove 


it ; of Anger juſtly incenſed melting into 


Compaſſion on the view of others Miſery, tho 


perhaps merited : Or, in relation to the Pub- 


lick, of Men ſerving it faithfully, and facri- 


ficing their Lives for the Honour and Safety 
of their Country? Can any Man, I fay, hear 


the Narrative of theſe, or of others of the in- 
numerable Inſtances of ſuch like virtuons 


Actions, that thro all the great Degeneracy of 


Mankind have been met with, without feeling 
in themſelves, not only an intire Approbation 
and Eſtecm tor ſuch a Conduct, but a Plea- 

ſure 
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ſure riſing with it in their Hearts, not to be 
equalled by Reflections on any Repreſentati- 
ons of thoſe tranfient Pleaſures, the common 
Objects of Mens Purſuits ? The Reflection on 
| theſe is dead, or dull and palling; but thoſe 
\ others fill and delight the Soul, in Perſons 
not diſtemper'd in their Minds, as the moſt 
ſuitable Food does a healthful Stomach. And 
vhere- ever there appears no Senſe of this, no 
Eſteem for Truth, no Inclination to the Pra- 
ctice of Fuſtice, Benevolence, Fidelity, Com- 
paſſion, Gratitude, thoſe fundamental Princi- 
ples that Nature has deeply rooted in humane 
Breaſts, to be the Baſis and main Pillars of 
Society, the great Springs of all the Sweets and 
endearing Ties of Life, it is a moſt ſure In- 
dication that their Minds are no leſs depraved, 
and their whole Moral Senſe no leſs corrupted, 
than that Stomach is vitiated, which can nei- 
ther digeſt nor receive any Food that is whole. 
ſome, 


And till to ſhew the greater Force of theſe, 
and what Proviſion there is made for them in 


the 
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the internal Conſtitution, it is obſervable, that 
ſcarce any Man in his Senſes was ever yet 
found ſo profligate, ſo abandoned and loſt to 
all Senſe and inward Feeling, as to own he 
had none of thoſe Principles; to acknowledge 
he was influenced by Malice, however his 
Actions proclaimed it; or that he was inten- 
tionally guilty of Injuftice, without pretending 
ſome alleviating Excuſe; or of Calumny or 
Falſhoed, however directly they might be 
proved on him: So ſtrong are thoſe Impreſſ- 
ans, ſo powerful the Evidences planted within 
us on the Side of VikTux, that even in the 
moſt vitieus, there is ſtill ſomething to wit- 
neſs for it; and Shame, tho' Conſcience ſhould 


for a time be ſtifled, will exert t itſelf to reſtrain | 


the open Profeſſion. 


Nor can this in any meaſure be owing to 
what thoſe who have, as far as in them lies, 
eradicated all the better Principles, and laid 

Conſcience to ſleep, would pretend to impute 

it; namely, to an Agreement only amongſt 

the Politicians of the World, to exalt the 
Name 
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Name of Virtue, and impreſs Terrors, as a 
Tie on Conſcience, for the mutual Safety of 
Society. For the contrary of this has in all 
Ages appeared, and amongſt none in clearer 
Terms than in the Heathens or Gentiles them- 
ſelves; thoſe who had no other Inſtructor 
than the Dictates of Reaſon, with the lively 
Sparks of that Splendor yet remaining in their 
Conſciences, the beautiful Relicks of thoſe 
Signatures of Rectitude originally ſealed upon 
their Hearts. From theſe they pronounced 
thoſe excellent Sayings, and pnbliſhed thoſe 
admirable Doctrines and Incitements to Y7- 
tue, that to this Day are by the ſtrifteſt Pro- 
feſſors of Religion held fo highly in Eſteem, “ 

8 | and 

* This is farther remarkable, that even thoſe very 
Men «obo deny, or labour is overſet, all ſuch interior 
Principles, never fail, in their Commerce with the: 
reſt of Mankind, as rigorouſly to exact from them, and 
as ſtrenuouſly to inſiſt on, a ſtrit Obſervance of the 
Rules of Honour, the only true Baſis of which i; 
Virtue, and of the Ties of Conſcience, in Cajes ꝛobere 
he Law has made no Proviſion, as any others what - 
ever. Whence, in flat Contradiction to their own per- 
nicious Doctrine, and even againſt Inclination, they 
directly witneſs to the Force of thoſe Obligations they 
vainly ſtruggle in themſelves to be freed ſrom, So 
power fully has the Author of our Nature fix*d as well 


the Evidences, as the Efficacy, together wwith the 
Realits of the Exiſtence, of the,» Princi;.les. 
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and theſe, if duly hearken'd to, will yet fur. 
mount all the Oppoſitions of Vice. For, 


Let every Man try his own Heart, and ex- 
amine whether he finds not there a Concur- 
rence with theſe great Truths: That Juſtice, 
or the giving every one his Right; Benevo- 
lence, or a charitable Diſpoſition towards our 
Neighbours, and a Complacency in their 
Welfare ; Fidelity in diſcharging Truſts ; 
Compaſſion to the Afflicted; Gratitude to Be- 
nefactors; all which are the immediate Fruits 
of that firſt of all the Affections, Love, with 
ſuch like; afford a ſolid Pleaſure, and diffuſe 


Peace over the Soul, and create a nobler Sa- 


tisfaction than all ſenſual Gratifications what. 
ever. If this then is found to be the Caſe, and 


their Preference in real Worth be acknow- 


ledged, all muſt own, they are equally worth 


the utmoſt Study, the moſt ſtrenuous Endea- 
vours, to cultivate and improve them. 


You who are concerned in Agriculture, 
take care to have noxious Weeds rooted out, 
the 
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the Soil prepared, and to commit to it the beſt 
Seeds of Corn and Graſs, and to nouriſh, and 
by all means in your Power to promote, their 
Growth and Increaſe. And muſt we not all 
| own, that it much more highly concerns us, 
and is of infinitely greater Importance, to 
nouriſh thoſe Seeds implanted in us, by the 
Divine Han, in our Formation, that will 
produce Crops as infinitely exceeding all others 
in real Value and Dignity ; ſince they are 
not only from our CxeaTok's Hand, but 
have the moſt immediate and direct Tenden- 
cy to the End of our Creation, our own * 


| ping. 


To fſhew their vaſt Advantages ſcverally, 
would require a greater Expence of Time than 


| can now be ſpared for it ; but this may be 


ſummarily obſerved, that as the Choice of 


: the better becomes more lovely, their oppo- 


| ſite Vices will become the more vile and dere- 
ſtable in our Eyes. 


E When 
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When we once entertain a true Notion of 
that great and primary Law, by which the 
whole Univerſe is ſupported, viz. JusTice, 
and of the Reaſonableneſs of doing by every one, 
as noe would they ſhould in like Circumſtances do 
by us; we ſhould utterly abhor the Thought 
of offering any Wrong to our Neighbour. To 
attempt to deprive him of his Right, cither 
in his Eſtate or Poſſeſſion, or, what is more 
dear to all good Men, their Credit and Re- 
putation, would become deteſtable ; and thoſe | 
villanous Practices of Calumny and Scandal, 
that ſome make ſo free with, but are truly the 
Scum of corrupted Souls, thrown out by the 
acrid Ferment of Malice, with its Foundation 
Falſbood, would appear as odiouſly black, as 
the helliſh Source it ſprings from. And then 
far would it be from human Thoughts to 
perpetrate fuch heinous Outrages, as the de- 
priving our fellow Creatures, Partakers of all 


the Rights of Nature equally with ourſelves, 


of that by which alone they can enjoy them, 
viz. their Lives; the Crime for which all 
Nations have appointed the like Puniſhment. 


Hain, 
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Again, if we conſider our own Weakneſs, 
how all our Abilities are gratuitous, that we 
cannot add an Hair's-breadth to our real 
Height, cannot command any one of our vital 
Functions; in a Word, how abſolutely de- 
_ pendent we are in all Things on a Superior 
Power, we ſhould clearly ſee, we cannot act 
2 more ridiculous Part, or more inconſiſtent 
with common Senſe, than to indulge Pride, 
or to value ourſelves on what we were not the 
Authors of: Or, if by Induſtry we ſhould 
have gained ſome Attainments, when we re- 
flect that the Abilities by which theſe have 
been acquired, were not of our own Purchaſe, 
but freely given us; and that the very next 
Moment, as we ſee ſome are by ſudden Death 
or Diſtempers, we may be deprived of them; 
inſtead of being elated by the Poſſeſſion, we 
ſhall become humbly thankful, and expreſs 
our Gratitude to the GREAT Gives, by our 
reſpectful Regard to all the other Parts of his 
Creation. And then, | 


If by the Wrong of others we are provoked 
= ; 2 2 i 
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to Anger, which on ſome. Occaſions is juſt 
and neceſſary, we ſhall never indulge it far. 
ther than to have the Vrong redreſſed; and 
far from taking our Meaſures from the Dic. 
tates of Pride, and a vain Conceit of ourſelves, 
as imagining the Crime. is rendred greater in 
its own Nature by being offered to us; we 
ſhall conſider, not only inexorable, but every 
kind of continued Reſentment, with. its Pa- 
rent Pride, and its other black Iſſue Exvy, as 
deteſtable as any other Crime. whatever; and 
the more ſo for this obvious Reaſon, That it 
is manifeſt to all who reflect on the Affairs of 
Life, that from Pride, - Ambition and Re- 
entment, by far the greater Part of all publick 
Miſſeries, Diſſenſion, F action, Wars foreign 
and inteſtine, are principally owing ; there- 


fore all the Appearances of them ought. to be 


induſtriouſly cruſhed, and all thoſe wha fo- 


ment them, ſhould be eſteemed no better than 


Incendiaries, ſcatteringDeſtruction round them. 


Again, when we conſider, how by the Fa- 
Culties beſtow d on us, we are enabled to di- 


ſcern, 
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fern, view and reflet?, on that beautiful Or- 
| der, that perfect Regularity, which was ob- 
ſerved before to reign through all the other 
Works of Nature; we ought no otherwiſe to 
behold this, than as a great Exemplar placed 
before our Eyes to copy after and imitate in 
the Regulation of our own Conduct, in all 
Things depending on the Freedom of our 
Wills. And were even this alone but duly ob- 
ſerved, we ſhould, under the Divine IxrIUu- 
ENCE, want no other Leſſons than what from 
| thence might naturally be deduced, to inſtruct 
us in the Government of all our Apperites, our 
Paſſions, and our Pleaſures, nor in a natural 
Way in any other of the Occurrences of Life. 


All other Animals we fee exactly enough 
obſerve the Stints of Nature; and ſhall we; 
who ſuperiorly to them are farther endued 
with the Powers of Reaſon, be found inferior, 
and tranſgreſs in miniſtring to that lower Part 
of us, our Bodies, in which they, without 
the Aid of Reaſon, never treſpaſs? Tempe- 
rance in Eating and Drinking, and in all 

| the 
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the other Gratifications of our Appetites and 
Senſes, we find by Experience, greatly con- 
tributes not only to our Health and Strength, 
but what yet more nearly concerns our Hap- 
pineſs, which is known to conſiſt principally 
in the Diſpoſition of our Minds, it induces 


and diffuſes a Calmneſs and Serenity there. 


From hence therefore we might effectually 
learn to ſubdue, or brin g to a juſt temper, every 
irregular Paſſion, every inordinate Appetite, 
that would otherwiſe ruffle or diſturb us. And 
on this Foundation we might greatly build up 
that natural Happineſs, which moſt undoubt- 
edly was intended for us in our Formation. 
For it is a Thought altogether unworthy of 
the Dignity of our own Reaſon, as well as of 
the Perfections we all acknowledge in the 
Derry, to imagine it poſſible that the Su- 
PREME AUTHOR of all Things, poſſeſſed of 
that infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which 
his whole Creation in every other Part loudly 
proclaims, ſhould defign any of his Works, 
or cauſe them to come into Exiſtence, for 
any other End or Purpoſe. Andeven the bare 

Suppoſition 
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Suppoſition that he could ordain any for Mi- 
fſery, carries equally with it a Contradection to 
his very Being. 


Thus I have pointed out, as far as our 
Time, and the Occaſion of our Canvening 
here will allow, thoſe fundamental Priariples 
in Nature, from which our Duties are deri- 
ved; the Sum of which is briefly thus: The 
whole Creation was made perfect, and Beauts 
and Order throughout the whole ſhine bright- 
ly out to our View: Body and inanimate Be- 
ings are govern'd by Laus ſteady and unalte- 
rable; and Animals by certain Inſtincts ope- 
rating with equal Force : Man alone, by a 
perverſe Uſe of his Freew:ll, has deviated ; 
yet in his Compoſition we evidently find the 
Seeds of all the ſcial Virtues deeply implant- 

ed : For to the Reality of their Exiſtence and 
their Efficacy only is it owing, that we can 
have any Perception of Pleaſure in beholding 
or hearing of the virtuous Actions of others, 
or that we witneſs within our ſelves a Joy or 
Satisfaction in our own. 


We 
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We have farther the Powers of Reaſon, 
which animate the whole, to aid and direct 
us in imitating that great Exemplar of Beauty 
and Order ſet beforeus ; and in our Endea- 
vours to keep up to theſe, we cannot doubt of 
the Influence and Aſſiſtance of that Goopx Rss 
which firſt produced us into Being, Theſe 
then are the natural Means, and theſe the 
Steps by which we may effectually be enabled 


to diſcharge every Duty, in every Station of | 


Life, as Subjects, Friends, Neighbours, Ma- 
ters, Servants, in the Conjugal Tie, and in the 
Parental, Filial, and every other Relation: 

A ſincere Practice of which, would give us a 


true Taſte of Happineſs here, in a calm Sere- 


nity, an undiſturbed Tranquillity in our own 
Breaſts, the certain Fruits that ſuch a Con- 
duct would produce; but Fruits that the vi- 
tious Man can never know: And yet, even 
the moſt vitious will readily acknowledge, 
it is what every one ought to labour and con- 
tend for, with the utmoſt Application, 


But 
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| But tho' from what has been obſerved, the 
Way to this happy State is ſo open and plain, 
and would alſo be found highly delightful ; 
yet, by melancholy Experience we are con- 
vinced, that the direct contrary Practices a- 
mongſt many have ſo far prevailed, that were 
it not for the Reſtraint of Laus, Mankind 
would no longer be ſafe in Society; for fo 
quick was the Degeneracy, and ſo univerſal, 
that the Neceſſity ſoon appeared, not only 
of entring into Communities, which, as Man 
was by Nature formed for Society, was very 
| eaſy, but alſo into Compacts; and coercive 
and penal Lanes were ordained, for the Pun- 


| Z iſhment of thoſe who ſhould dare to act in 


Contravention of what was agreed on. And 
for theſe Ends was Government firſt inſtitu- 
ted, the Powers and Adminiſtration of which, 
are now of ſuch abſolute Neceſſity, that there 
lies no ſtronger Obligation on Mankind than 
that of ſupporting it. 


And now, after this general Deduction of 
our Dutie:, from Principles congenial with 
D our 
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our Beings, which, I hope, all who hear me 
will apply to the beſt Purpoſes ; I ſhall pro- 
ceed directly to the Buſineſs before us. 


Of GoveRNMENT there have been va- 
rious Kinds and different Inſtitations ; but 
the Engliſh, under which we have the 
Happineſs to live, has by all good Judges 
been allow'd the moſt perjef®; as being 
in the main, the equaleſt Mixture and Tem- 
perature of whatever is moſt valuable in 
other Forms. But to ſay no more of it now, 
than what immediately relates to our preſent 
Buſineſs, it muſt be obſerved, that in moſt 
other Conſtitutions, the unhappy Criminals or 
Perſons ſuſpected, who are to be called to 
Account for tranſgreſſing the Laus, are ge- 
nerally charged by ſome certain Accuſer ; and 
with them, the whole Adminiſtration of Ju- 
ſtice is confined and limited to the Hands of 
but a few, who are inveſted with the Power : 
But far otherwiſe with us, an Engliſb Con- 
ſtitution ſuppoſes all the Powers of Government 
like L Life in the Body, to be in ſome meaſure 


diffuſed through the whole Community -* | 
Frets 7 
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Freeholders and Freemen. For as theſe, by 
Birthright, are veſted with the inherent Pri- 
vileges of chuſing their own Repreſentatives to 
appear for them in Legiſlation, who in behalf 
of their Conſtituents, are to conſider what may 
be moſt expedient and conducive to the com- 
mon Good; ſo likewiſe in regard to the exe- 
cutive Powers, it is preſumed and expected, 
that every Man ſhall think himſelf obliged, 
like a Watchman, to be ever intent on the 


publick Peace, and the Preſervation of good 


= Order, in the Diſtrict wherein he dwells ; 


and accordingly to be capable of rendring an 
Account of the Conduct of thoſe in his Vici- 
nage. 


From hence it is, that a competent Num- 
ber of Perſons of Note, who ought always to 
be the Principal of the County for Character 
and Eſtate, without any Exception, but 
(Peerage in England, and) thoſe whoſe other 
Charges will not admit of their Attendance, 

are ſelected by the King's proper Officer, from 
all the ſeveral Parts of the County, to repre- 
D 2 ſent 
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ſent the State of it. And this appears to be 
the Original and Intention of Grand- Juries: 
Whence the Excellency of the Conſtitution 
evidently appears in this, that the Charge of 
Inquiry and looking into the Behaviour of 


the People, is committed, not to Informer, 


or Courts of Inquiſition, but to Perſons deeply 
intereſted in the Welfare of their Cauntry; 
who ſtanding faireſt to be acquainted with, 
and moſt likely to be affected by any Diſ- 
orders amongſt the Subjects, tis on the one 


hand ſuppoſed, that nothing of Moment can 


eſcape their Knowledge and Notice ; and on 


the other, for prevention of Oppreſſion, tis ſo 


ordered, that none ſhall be accuſed or pre- 


ſented to the Judicatory for Tryal and Pun- 


iſhment, before the Facts come under their 
impartial Examination, and be found worthy 
at leaſt of a more cloſe Diſcuſſion by a legal 


Tryal. In other Countries, the Proceſs is by 
Libel or Information from an Officer in the 
Court to the Judges ; and it is true, that the 


ſame Method, in ſome Caſes, is admitted in 
England, and ſometimes may become ne- 
ceſſary: 


P _ _ ; A — — 


1 29 1 


ceſſary: But it is evident, that the Practice is 
far from being conſiſtent with the true Genius 
of an Engliſh Conſtitution, and is ſeldom fa- 
vourably look'd on by the moſt equitable 
Judges even of the Law. 


Now you, Gentlemen, are the Perſons thus 
appointed to conſtitute the Grand Inqueſt for 
this Court; and of the Nature of your Buſi- 
neſs you have already been informed: But the 
Lawrequiring in all Caſes the utmoſt Certainty 
that can be had; in theſe Capital Ones, 
where the Life of a Subject is in queſtion, the 
utmoſt Caution is neceſlary ; and therefore, 
tho you are not actually to try, but only to 

_ preſent for Trial, the real or ſuſpected Crimes 
that come under your Notice; yet even here 
an Oath or Affirmation is required, and the 
Form of it is particularly preſcribed by the 
Lato; and that very Form, by which you 
have all been qualified, when duly conſidered, 
will prove greatly directive to you in your 
Proceedings ; and therefore, that it may 
make the ſtronger Impreſſions on your Minds, 

I 
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T ſhall from this Place repeat to you the Tenor 
of it. It is firſt, That you ſhall diligently en- 
quire, and true Prejentment make, of all ſuch 
Matters and Things as ſpall be given you in 
Charge. This Charge you now receive from 
the Bench, and the Legal Part of it is to enume- 
rate, define and explain, the ſeveral Crimes 
you are more immediately to inquire into and 
preſent, in order to have them them tried by 
this preſent Judicature: And they are theſe. 


To repeat and explain the ſeveral Crimes, 
being not within the Intention of this 
Publication, becauſe the whole that is 
faid upon them would run out into too 
great a Length, it is thought ſufficient 
here only to enumerate them, viz. High 
and Petty Treaſon, Homicide of all kinds, 
as Murder, Manſlaughter, per infortuni- 
um, and ſe defendendo, Maim, Sodomy 
and Beſtiality, Inceſt and Rape, Robbery 
on the Highway, Burglary and Burning 
of Houſes, and the * es as well as 
Principals in every one of them.] 


Theſe, Gentlemen, are the Crimes made 
Capital by the Laws of this Province, fave 
that 
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that thoſe under the Title of Homicide, which 
amount not to Murder, are morelightly pun- 
iſhed than with Death; but as they all equal- 
ly come under the Cognizance of this Court, 
you are diligently to enquire into, and pre- 
ſent all ſuch of them, as you find to have 
been committed within this City or County. 
And in your Proceeding herein, you are moſt 
carefully to conſider the other Parts of your 
Qualification, which I ſhall go on to repeat, 
that is, The Counſel of our Sovereign Lord the 
King, and your own, you ſhall keep ſecret : Nou 
ſhall not preſent any Perſon for Envy, Hatred, 
or Malice ; nor conceal any Thing of Truth, 
For Fear, Favour or Affection, Gain, or Hope 
of Reward : But you ſhall in all Things preſent 
the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but 
the Truth. 


Now this ſolemn Engagement that you 
have entred into, cannot but put you in mind 
of the Weight of the Obligation you lie un- 
der, in the Diſcharge of the preſent Truſt: 
Vou are therefore to proceed in it with a per- 

fect 
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fect Impartiality, that with a Conſcience 
clear in the Sight of God, to whom all con- 
cerned in the Adminiſtration of Frftice are in 
the higheſt degree accountable, for preſerving 
good Order, and diſcouraging every Breach 
of it, you may duly acquit yourſelves, as well 
by a tender Regard to the Peaceable and 
Guiltleſs, as by labouring to diſcover every 
Offender in any of the Crimes that have been 
mentioned, together with all who may be 
involved in the Guilt with them, and this 
without ſparing any Perſon for Favour, or 
charging any through Reſentment or Dif- 
affection, but directing your whole Proceſs to 
this View alone, that exact Juſtice may be 
done, the Guilty may be puniſhed, and the 
Innocent protected, which are the only true 
End of all Government and the Laws. 


The 


The ADDRESS. 


To the Honde James Logan Eſq; Chief 
Juſtice of the Province of Pennſylvania, 
And his Aſſociates. 


cos HE Grand Inqueſt for the City and 
County of Philadelphia, having 

3 . with Attention heard, and duly con- 
3 the ſeaſonable Charge, delivered to us 
from the Bench, do gratefully acknowledge our 
own, and the Country's Obligations, for the ex- 
cellent Precepts and Directions therein ſet forth, 
and ſo well recommended, far the Good of Society 
and Benefit of humane Life. And to the End 
that the Intention and generous Defign thereof, 


| ay have a juſt Influence on the Minds of the 


People in general, we humbly requeſt that the 


ſame may be made publick. 


And as for our Part in the preſent Station 
and Sevice we are called to on Behalf of cur 
= - Country, 
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Country, we ſhall endeavour, according to our 
Underſtanding, to diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in 
us, for the Support of our happy Conſtitution, 
fo generouſly conveyed to the People of this Pro- 
vince, by the great Founder and Benefactor 
thereof, and continued to us under bis worthy 
and Honourable Deſcendants. 


Signed in behalf of the 1 


Rick. Max rTIx, Foreman. 


e n . . , & . | 


Advertiſement. 


F any, into whoſe Hands theſe Leaves 
2 may fall, ſnould think it a Defect, that 
there is no mention made in them of 
Religion; they are deſired to conſider, that 
Government, Laws, and Courts, are of Civil 
Inſtitution, founded on the Laws of Nature, 
and the Dictates of Reaſon : Theſe therefore, 
as their Original, were only proper to be men- 
tioned here. And thoſe who will firmly lay 
theſe firſt Principles, which are aly agree- 
able with, and truly a Part of Divine Law, 
for a Foundation to their Religion, will find 
their further Profeſſions both more fatisfaQtory 


to themſelves, and more convincing to the Reſt | 
of Mankind. 
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